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On May 3, 2025, Louisville, Kentucky, will host the 

Kentucky Derby, highlighting tradition, pageantry, and 

unmatched equestrian excellence. Dubbed "The Most 

Exciting Two Minutes in Sports," this iconic race has 

held a vital place in American culture since its first run 

on May 17, 1875.

Meriwether Lewis Clark Jr. brought the Kentucky Derby 

to life, inspired by Europe’s elite horse races, such as 

England’s Epsom Derby. He created this world-class 

event in the United States and launched the first Derby 

at Churchill Downs, a racetrack named after his uncles, 

who provided the land. Aristides triumphed in the 

inaugural race, earning the honor of becoming the first 

recipient of the Garland of Roses.

Over the decades, the Kentucky Derby became more 

than just a race. It kicks off the Triple Crown series and 

embodies the charm and excitement of a distinct 

American tradition. The Derby has delivered 

unforgettable moments, such as Secretariat’s 

record-setting victory in 1973 and thrilling photo 

finishes that captivate spectators.

THE RUN 
FOR THE ROSES
WHERE LEGENDS ARE MADE
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Thunder Over Louisville ignites the festivities with a 

dazzling fireworks display, while the Pegasus Parade, 

Minimarathon, steamboat races, and quirky activities 

like bed racing keep the excitement alive.

As Derby Week approaches, the anticipation intensifies. 

Dawn at the Downs invites fans to watch the horses in 

their final preparations. The Kentucky Oaks, held the day 

before, displays the top fillies, while themed days like 

Thurby, Winsday, and 502's Day bring unique charm and 

entertainment to the week.

At the heart of it all lies the Kentucky Derby, delivering a 

spectacle unlike any other. Guests from across the 

globe arrive dressed in their finest outfits and 

extravagant hats, savoring mint juleps and soaking in 

the electrifying atmosphere of Churchill Downs. The 

race tests the speed, strategy, and skill of the world’s 

best three-year-old thoroughbreds as they compete for 

glory.

The Kentucky Derby represents more than a horse race; 

it embodies the thrill of competition, the warmth of 

Southern hospitality, and the timeless appeal of horse 

racing. Mark May 3, 2025, on your calendar, to witness 

another extraordinary chapter in this legendary tradition.

In the lead-up to the event, the Kentucky 
Derby Festival transforms Louisville into 
a citywide celebration
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The Preakness Stakes, the thrilling second jewel of the Triple Crown, returns to 

Pimlico Racecourse in Baltimore. On Saturday, May 17, 2025, for its 150th running. 

Immersed in tradition and excitement, the Preakness promises a spectacular 

celebration of elite horse racing and vibrant festivities.

The Preakness Festival offers something for everyone, from electrifying concerts and 

culinary delights to golf tournaments and lively community activities. Highlights 

include Infield Fest, a high-energy music extravaganza showcasing top performers, 

and Black-Eyed Susan Day on May 16, which celebrates the power and grace of fillies 

with its own stakes race.

THE PREAKNESS STAKES 2025

150 
YEARS
OF GLORY

Starting on May 11, 2025, the Preakness Festival unveils 
a diverse lineup of activities that extend far beyond the 
racetrack. 
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The day also features an impressive roster of stakes races, including the Dixie Stakes, 

Gallorette Stakes, and Maryland Sprint, providing fans with hours of exhilarating 

competition.

As Pimlico undergoes preparations for an ambitious redevelopment project, the 2025 

Preakness Stakes marks a pivotal chapter in its illustrious history. This landmark 

occasion pays tribute to the Preakness legacy while paving the way for a dynamic future 

at one of America’s most cherished racecourses.

Whether you are a devoted racing fan, a festival enthusiast, or simply seeking a 

memorable experience, the Preakness Stakes Festival 2025 offers something 

extraordinary. Join the festivities and become part of history at Pimlico this May!

On race day, the spotlight illuminates the Grade 1 
Preakness Stakes, where the world’s finest three-year-old 
thoroughbreds will contend over 1    miles for a share of the 
$2 million purse and an opportunity to continue their 
pursuit of the Triple Crown.

3/16
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The Belmont Stakes Racing Festival will dazzle racing fans again in 2025, offering five 

days of electrifying competition and unforgettable moments at Saratoga Racecourse 

from June 4 to June 8. As the final jewel of the Triple Crown, the festival highlights 

equestrian brilliance and culminates with the 157th Belmont Stakes on Saturday, June 7.

The festivities begin on June 4 with a showcase of top steeplechasers in the Beverly R. 

Steinman, followed by New York Showcase Day, which features six stakes' races 

exclusively for New York-breds. The week intensifies with a packed schedule of stakes 

races, including the Intercontinental Stakes, Poker Stakes, and the Tremont and Astoria 

for juveniles.

THE FINAL JEWEL 
OF THE TRIPLE CROWN
BELMONT STAKES 2025
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Elegance and excitement take center stage on Friday, June 6, with four Grade 1 

races, the New York Stakes, Ogden Phipps, Acorn, and Just a Game. Additional 

events such as the Belmont Gold Cup and Bed o' Roses further enhance the day’s 

allure, paving the way for the grand finale.

Belmont Stakes Day, June 7, delivers the pinnacle of the festival’s action with eight 

stakes races, five of which hold prestigious Grade 1 status. 

Other highlights include the Metropolitan Handicap, Jaipur Stakes, Manhattan 

Stakes, and Woody Stephens, ensuring nonstop excitement for racing enthusiasts.

With over 27 stakes races and $11.275 million in purses, the Belmont Stakes Racing 

Festival offers unforgettable experiences both on and off the track. From the 

thunderous energy of the races to the vibrant atmosphere of the stands, this event 

celebrates tradition, competition, and the enduring spirit of horse racing. Mark your 

calendar and be part of history at Saratoga this June!

The $2 million Belmont Stakes anchors the day as 
three-year-olds race over 1    miles to earn their place in 
history.

1/4



The Epsom Derby, often celebrated as the greatest flat race in the world, captivates 

audiences with its perfect blend of tradition, prestige, and unbridled excitement. Taking 

place annually on the first Saturday of June at the iconic Epsom Downs Racecourse in 

Surrey, this legendary event has enthralled fans since its inception in 1780. With its 

storied history and status as Britain's richest flat horse race, the Derby is pivotal in the 

British sporting calendar.

The Derby Festival spans two exhilarating days, June 6 and 7. The festivities begin with 

Ladies' Day, a glamorous celebration of elegance and style, highlighted by the Betfred 

Oaks. The excitement intensifies on Derby Day, which draws racing enthusiasts, 

celebrities, and royalty to witness the thrilling 1.5-mile race. The atmosphere brims with 

energy as the finest three-year-old colts and fillies race for glory, their hooves thundering 

down the turf in a stunning showcase of speed and power.

Beyond the races, the festival creates a lively carnival ambiance, featuring live 

entertainment, gourmet dining, and the breathtaking scenery of the Downs. Whether you 

are a seasoned fan or experiencing the excitement for the first time, the Epsom Derby 

delivers a unique combination of world-class competition and quintessentially British 

charm.

As the Derby continues to awe and inspire, it stands as a testament to the enduring allure 

of horse racing, a celebration of heritage, excellence, and the unyielding spirit of the 

sport.

THUNDERING HOOVES
AND TIMELESS ELEGANCE 

THE EPSOM
DERBY 
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Royal Ascot, the crowning jewel of British horse racing and a highlight of the 

summer social season, returns in 2025 with all its magnificence and 

excitement. From Tuesday, June 17, to Saturday, June 21, Ascot Racecourse 

in Berkshire will host an extraordinary celebration of world-class racing, high 

fashion, and memorable moments.

This five-day spectacle, steeped in tradition since 1711, continues to captivate 

audiences with its unique fusion of sporting excellence and social prestige. 

ROYAL ASCOT 2025  

THE JEWEL 
OF BRITISH 
HORSE RACING 
RETURNS
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Each day features an exhilarating schedule of races, including 

eight renowned Group One events like the Queen Anne Stakes, 

the Ascot Gold Cup, and the Queen Elizabeth II Jubilee Stakes. 

The finest thoroughbreds from around the globe will display their 

power and grace in pursuit of victory.

Renowned for its impeccable dress codes, the event sees 

attendees dressed to impress, from elegant dresses and hats to 

refined morning suits. The exclusive Royal Enclosure adds a layer 

of sophistication, while the Windsor and Queen Anne Enclosures 

provide vibrant and welcoming atmospheres.

Beyond the track, guests can indulge in gourmet cuisine, savor a 

glass of champagne under the summer sun, and fully embrace the 

festive atmosphere that defines Royal Ascot. Signature moments 

such as the Royal Procession and lively Bandstand singalongs 

add a touch of charm and tradition to the occasion.

Whether drawn by the thrill of the races, the allure of high fashion, 

or the lively ambiance, Royal Ascot 2025 promises an 

unforgettable experience that perfectly balances sport, style, and 

spectacle.

The Royal Ascot offers more than elite 
racing, it celebrates style, culture, and 
community.
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Ruidoso Downs embarks on a transformative 

journey, redefining its legacy as the ultimate 

destination for Quarter Horse racing. After nearly 80 

years of hosting both Thoroughbred and Quarter 

Horse events, the track has decided to focus 

exclusively on Quarter Horse racing. Devastating 

wildfires and flash floods left the Thoroughbred track 

irreparable, prompting this significant shift in 

direction.

Undeterred by these challenges, Ruidoso Downs 

moves forward with determination and resilience. 

Reconstruction teams work tirelessly to restore the 

facility and prepare for a grand reopening. The vision 

is clear: to deliver a world-class racing experience 

that highlights the speed, power, and spirit of 

Quarter Horses.

Next summer, Ruidoso Downs launches an 

all-Quarter Horse meet, opening a new chapter in its 

annals. 

With enhanced prize money and a renewed 

emphasis on excellence, the track aims to become 

the premier destination for Quarter Horse 

enthusiasts. The iconic All-American Futurity, 

celebrated as the richest Quarter Horse race in the 

world, continues to reign as the crown jewel of the 

racing season, drawing elite competitors from 

around the globe.

As Ruidoso Downs embraces this bold new identity, 

it maintains its commitment to supporting the local 

community and the broader Quarter Horse industry. 

This daring move preserves the track’s legacy and 

paves the way for an exciting future filled with 

unparalleled racing action and unforgettable 

moments. The journey into this next chapter 

promises history in the making.

ALL IN
RUIDOSO DOWNS SETS A NEW STANDARD
FOR QUARTER HORSES
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Northern California’s historic horse racing tradition reaches a poignant conclusion as 

Pleasanton’s track hosted its final race. This moment marked the end of an era for the region, 

as the California Authority of Racing Fairs (CARF) announced the cancellation of all horse 

racing events in 2025, shifting the spotlight to Southern California’s celebrated Santa Anita 

Park.

Key challenges, declining attendance, reduced wagering revenue, and mounting financial 

pressures, have driven this decision. The once-vibrant racing scene that defined Northern 

California now faces uncertainty, yet the legacy of this cherished tradition continues to inspire 

those who envision its revival.

The horse racing community remains steadfast in its passion and resilience. Attention now 

turns to Southern California, where the sport thrives and sustains the excitement and 

tradition of horse racing. Although this chapter concludes, Northern California’s racing spirit 

endures, holding the potential for new opportunities to shine someday.

THE 
FINAL 
LAP
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA BIDS FAREWELL TO RACING FOR NOW
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The UK gambling industry faces a period of significant 

transformation, as affordability checks, and financial risk 

assessments provoke heated debate and trigger unexpected 

consequences. Although the Gambling Commission reports a 

95% success rate for its "frictionless" financial risk checks, the 

repercussions have been profound. These measures, introduced 

to protect vulnerable consumers, have driven a dramatic rise in 

black-market gambling, with traffic to unregulated betting sites 

surging by an alarming 522%.

According to insights from the Racing Post's Big Punting Survey, 

affordability checks are distancing away even low-staking punters, 

many of whom now turn to unregulated platforms. High-staking 

bettors, prioritizing convenience, and fewer restrictions are going 

for alternatives that lack safeguards. This trend raises serious 

concerns about the future direction of betting habits as the legal 

market grapples with mounting regulatory pressures.

Adding to the challenges, the British Horseracing Authority (BHA) 

has reported a 6.8% decline in betting turnover over the past year. 

This downturn threatens the financial stability of the horseracing 

sector, a cornerstone of the gambling ecosystem. The industry 

faces mounting revenue losses when it is already contending with 

evolving consumer behavior and fierce competition.

The UK gambling sector stands at a crossroads, tasked with 

finding innovative solutions to protect consumers while sustaining 

a vibrant and regulated market. As the landscape shifts, the 

challenge lies in fostering a secure and dynamic betting 

environment capable of addressing present difficulties and 

emerging opportunities. The future of gambling in the UK remains 

uncertain yet holds the potential for transformative reinvention.   
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THE
PSYCHOLOGY
OF BETTING

Often celebrated as the sport of kings, horse racing 

transcends the excitement of competition to offer a vivid 

demonstration of behavioral economics in action. Betting 

markets tied to the sport reveal how psychological forces, 

such as loss aversion and overconfidence, shape 

decision-making. These principles illuminate the dynamics

of wagers, the motivations of bettors, and the intricate 

experiences within this high-stakes ecosystem.

In horse racing betting, this phenomenon manifests in 

compelling ways. Some bettors avoid high-reward risks, 

opting to protect themselves from potential losses, while 

others in losing streaks swing to the opposite extreme. They 

chase losses with increasingly daring bets on longshots.

In both scenarios, emotional reactions often override logical 

analysis, leading to decisions that may jeopardize financial 

well-being.

Complementing this is overconfidence, a psychological bias 

where individuals overestimate their ability to predict 

outcomes. 

A string of successful bets can magnify a bettor's belief in 

their expertise, prompting larger, riskier, and impulsive 

wagers. However, the inherent unpredictability of horse 

racing frequently challenges this confidence, resulting in 

unfavorable outcomes that highlight the sport's randomness. 

Loss aversion, a cornerstone of behavioral economics, 
highlights how the pain of losing feels more intense 
than the satisfaction of winning.

14

BEHAVIORAL ECONOMICS 
IN HORSE RACING
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Together, these biases underscore the profound impact 

of human psychology on the betting landscape. 

These behavioral tendencies present both challenges and 

opportunities. Bettors who recognize their cognitive 

biases can adjust strategies, temper emotional reactions, 

and decide thoughtfully. Such awareness enhances the 

betting experience, offering a deeper understanding of 

the psychological factors involved. Conversely, 

unchecked biases can lead to detrimental patterns, 

whether by avoiding lucrative opportunities due to 

excessive caution or spiraling into reckless loss-chasing 

behaviors.

For racebooks, insights from behavioral economics 

provide an efficient framework for engaging their 

audience. Organizations leverage principles like loss 

aversion and overconfidence to create features that 

appeal to bettors' natural tendencies. They drive 

engagement by introducing gamified systems that reward 

consistent participation and offer bonuses linked to 

specific betting patterns. 

Additionally, offering tools like historical performance data 

and analytics empowers users to make informed 

decisions, fostering deeper involvement. These strategies 

illustrate how psychology shapes betting behavior and 

enhances the broader dynamics of horse racing markets.

Ultimately, horse racing betting transforms into more than 

a game of chance—it becomes a complex interplay of 

psychology, strategy, and risk. 

Behavioral economics unravels the layers of this 

experience, shedding light on how emotions and biases 

drive decisions. By exploring these forces, we gain a richer 

understanding of the connections between the thrill of the 

race and the intricacies of human behavior. Through this 

lens, horse racing becomes a captivating sport and a 

fascinating study of human psychology, where every wager 

tells a story of risk, reward, and the human mind's 

complexities.



Thank you for reading; we have more to share and discover in this 
field. Stay tuned, you do not want to miss it! 

https://americasimulcast.com/carreras-destacadas/

Review the most important future races in our calendar here
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